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DUNMURRY PRIMARY SCHOOL

INTIMATE CARE POLICY

The Intimate Care Policy and Guidelines Regarding Children have been developed to safeguard children and staff. They apply to everyone involved in the intimate care of children.

Disabled children can be especially vulnerable. Staff involved with their intimate care need to be sensitive to their individual needs.

Intimate care may be defined as any activity required to meet the personal care needs of each individual child. 
Parents have a responsibility to advise staff of the intimate care needs of their child, and staff have a responsibility to work in partnership with children and parents.

Principals of Intimate Care:
· Every child has the right to be safe.

· Every child has the right to personal privacy.

· Every child has the right to be valued as an individual.

· Every child has the right to be treated with dignity and respect.

· Every child has the right to be involved and consulted in their own intimate care to the best of their abilities.

· Every child has the right to express their views on their own intimate care and to have such views taken into account.

· Every child has the right to have levels of intimate care that are as consistent as possible.

Intimate Care can include:

· Washing

· Dressing/undressing

· Toileting

· Supervision of a child involved in intimate self-care.
New Nursery and Primary 1 pupils are expected to be fully capable of looking after themselves with regard to toileting. If this is not the case, parents may be asked to take appropriate measures during the school day and, if necessary, come into school.

On the odd occasion a child may have an accident of an intimate nature while at school. If it is a minor accident the child will be given fresh underwear/clothes and will change themselves in the toilet cubicle and parents will be informed at home time. When a more serious incident happens, we will contact the parents so that they can come and change their child themselves or take them home if the child is upset or unwell. If that is not possible or parents cannot be contacted, school staff will decide on the most appropriate care in order to minimise any stress, discomfort or anxiety which the child may be experiencing. If intimate care / changing is required staff will ensure the child has much privacy as possible.
If an accident occurs during lunchtime, the child’s teacher will be contacted to deal with the situation.

The well-being and dignity of the child will remain paramount at all times during any incident involving intimate care and another child will never be asked to assist.

All staff working with children must be vetted. This includes students on work placement and volunteers. Vetting includes Access NI checks.
Students, Volunteers and peripatetic staff should not undertake intimate care.

Specific Intimate Care
Some children may have specific medical conditions which require intimate care to be carried out and for these relevant members of staff will be trained, usually an assigned classroom assistant and Mrs Hackett as a back-up.

Intimate care arrangements must be agreed by the parents / carers and child (if appropriate).

Intimate care arrangements must be recorded, and consent forms signed by the parents / carers and child (if appropriate).

Staff should not undertake any aspect of intimate care that has not been agreed between parents /carers and child (if appropriate).

If a child appears distressed or uncomfortable when personal care tasks are being carried out, the care should stop immediately. If there are any concerns please follow the child protection guidelines and inform the designated teacher, Mr Lewis.

Sanitary Protection
Sanitary protection is available from Mrs Hackett should it be required by any of the older girls. If she is unavailable it can be accessed by Mrs Decodts from the principal’s office. A disposal bin is situated in a cubicle of the Key Stage 2 girl’s toilets.
Staff should be aware that some adults may use intimate care, as an opportunity to abuse children. It is important to bear in mind that some care tasks / treatments can be open to misinterpretation. Adhering to these guidelines of good practice should safeguard children and staff.
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